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Read Colossians 1:21-23 
 
The preceding paragraph (vv. 14-20) proves the supremacy of Jesus Christ by showing the 
relationships He has to the Father, Creation, the Church, and Reconciliation.  The thought of 
reconciliation continues in our present paragraph.  Paul’s language echoes that found in 1:3-8.  
Paul unpacks the power of God’s reconciliation for sinners. 
 
Once we were alienated, removed, separated, estranged, quarrelling, and disagreeing, but 
now. . .  Now, we are reconciled, united, at peace, in harmony, near, and have a full and free 
access.  Because this reconciliation is through Him who is the image of the invisible God, there 
is nothing we could do or have done to merit it or maintain it.  It was freely given and freely 
sustained. 
 
The intent or purpose of the reconciliation is so that we would be presented before the Father 
as holy and blameless and beyond reproach.  It is Christ alone who reconciles sinners, and as a 
consequence of this reconciliation there is a holy, blameless, and beyond reproach standing.  
Such a standing is not possible apart from Jesus Christ.  Such a standing is incapable of being 
produced by the works of the flesh. 
 
The “if” of verse 23 presupposes a genuine threat.  It becomes evident as we continue moving 
through the book the reason for and reality of the menace.  The “if” is not in play to take from 
the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  In the context of all He is in His person and 
work and all His people are in Him, the invitation is for us not to falter and stumble and thus 
“move away from the hope of the gospel.” 
 
The “if” of verse 23 assumes the reality of one’s continuance.  The continuation might not be 
true, but is assumed true.  Thus, if the audience is still alienated and hostile in mind and 
engaged in evil deeds, then their continuing in the faith is strongly questioned and his charge 
is a call to believe.  If the audience is the reconciled, then their continuation in the faith is 
certain although not inevitable. 
 
If the “if” of verse 23 is dependent on us, then what is in jeopardy is not just our holiness, 
blamelessness, and above reproach status, but the undoing of our reconciliation.  It is not our 
ability that is called into question, but the sufficiency of His cross-work.  The issue is not 
“will you persevere and continue, but rather will He preserve and keep?” 
 

Alienated, hostile in mind, and engaged in evil deeds (v. 21) 
| 

Reconciled (v. 22a) 
| 

Holy, blameless, and beyond reproach (v. 22b) 
| 

[Therefore], continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away (v. 23) 
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One’s failure to continue in the faith is not the struggle we all encounter and endure, but the 
apostasy of faith that reveals the unbelieving heart.  This is what Paul warns against in 2:4, 8, 
16, and 18. 
 

• [Let] no one will delude you with persuasive argument (Col. 2:4). 
• [Let] no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to 

the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than 
according to Christ (Col 2:8). 

• [Let] no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath day (Col 2:16). 

• Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the 
worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by 
his fleshly mind (Col. 2:18). 

 
All of us might at some point in our “walk in Him” be confronted by and experience the 
onslaught of the antagonist, but within our heart-of-hearts we are able to “put off” such 
assaults.  In those who are unbelieving, such appeals find residence.   
 
The call of Paul is for the people of God to not abandon Christ.  We abandon Christ when we 
add to or subtract from His person and work.  Paul’s prayer in 1:11 is to be “strengthened with 
all power for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience.”  He speaks of the “having been 
firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith” in 2:7.  He calls us 
to “hold fast to the head” in 2:19.  We work from having been firmly rooted, now continue in 
the same.  This is Paul’s invitation in 1:23. 
 
The current of this world is always pulling us away from Christ.  If we are not guarded we will 
find ourselves in a place we never intended to be (Heb. 2:1).    The false teaching in Colossae 
was pulling God’s people away from the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  Paul’s call 
is to remember and stay the course.  Let us with confidence continue to persevere in our 
pursuit of the resurrected Lord of glory, Jesus Christ. 
 
 


